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Minutes of the 2020 Annual General Meeting of the Swift Current Creek Watershed Stewards
Thursday March 4, 2021 at Houston Pizza, Swift Current and virtually via Zoom.
In attendance at Houston Pizza were Darren Fiddler, Pat Friesen, Bernie Lemire, Dallas Peters (SCCWS
AgriEnvironmental Technician), Frank Glen, Alanna Howell (Water Security Agency, ex-officio), Don
Mathies, Stacey Wiens, Kevin Steinley (SCCWS Executive Director). Present via Zoom were Ron Mathies,
Karla Wiens, Brent Michelson, Matthew Leibenberg, Terry Lynn, Breanna Gardner (Water Security
Agency), Jessica Vanstone (Water Security Agency), Roger Pederson, Doug Cameron, Glenda Lee Vossler,
Harold Martens, Chris Marion.
Chairperson Darren Fiddler called the meeting to order at 1:30 PM
Darren Fiddler made a presentation to retiring Board Member Dan Runcie.
Moved by Stacey, Seconded by Pat that the minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting held June 22,
2020 be adopted as circulated. Carried.
Darren gave the Chairperson Report
•
•
•

Thanked Kevin and Dallas for their work during this COVID time.
Thanked outgoing board members Dan Runcie, Garret Thienes, Danny Spenst and Bruce Deg.
Welcomed new board members Stacey Wiens, Brent Michelson and Pat Friesen, and welcomed
Don Mathies back to the board.

Kevin gave the Executive Director Report
•

•
•

•

•

COVID restrictions made the group pivot in terms of how it engaged with stakeholders and
promoted watershed stewardship. No in person meetings meant hosting webinars, sending out
electronic newsletters, more social media presence and a redesigned more user friendly
website.
During the summer, were able to work outside to continue with Phosphorous testing, the
Herbert Water Use Plan project and Aquatic Invasive Species monitoring.
The Froghoppers program was extremely limited due to schools and camps closing. Worked
with the Moose Jaw River Watershed Stewards to hire an intern to help them create a
curriculum similar to Froghoppers and revamp the Froghoppers curriculum. The intern worked
out of the Moose Jaw office as we could not host a student in our office last summer. The intern
was able to give 9 presentations in total in our watershed.
SCCWS received approval for funding for to create Constructed Wetlands on flood irrigation lots
in the Waldeck and Rush Lake Irrigation projects. Working with WSP Canada to design and
construct. Water sampling will take place this spring to set baseline before construction this fall.
It has been almost a year since we have been working from home as our office building is still
closed for COVID protocols. Thanks to the ability to access our computer files remotely and the
ability to meet virtually we have been able to continue with the basic work of the watershed.

Dallas gave the AgriEnvironmental Technician Report
•

•

The COVID restrictions and protocols slowed the number of producers looking to do applications
in the spring of 2020 through the fall of 2020. More applications have been completed in the
winter of 2021 as producers have become more comfortable with Dallas helping them remotely.
Due to the lack of in person meetings, webinars and virtual meetings have been held. SCCWS
worked with other watersheds in the area to host 2 webinars in 2021. In addition SCCWS
produced 2 mail outs for farm boxes on the Canadian Agriculture Partnership AgriEnvironmental
Services and advertised in local papers. The second mail out in the winter of 2021 seemed to
spur some interest as the number of calls and applications increased after this.

Bernie gave the Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds Report
•
•
•
•

SAW was contracted to develop educational materials on drainage and climate change for
producer webinars and workshops
SAW obtained funding for the watershed groups to complete Aquatic Invasive Species
Monitoring.
SAW is working with 10 partners on Ag water management demonstration sites to look at
mitigation of drainage and other practices on water quality.
SAW has contracted a consultant to draft a Long Term Business Plan for itself and the watershed
stewardship groups. Surveys have been completed and work is progressing on the report which
will be presented to senior management of Water Security Agency.

Moved by Stacey, Seconded by Jolene to accept the reports as presented. Carried.
Kevin gave reports on the projects that SCCWS worked on in 2020.
Testing for Phosphorous in Saskatchewan Rivers
•
•
•

•
•

Water sample collection continued this past summer; results are similar to what has been seen
before.
Looked at accuracy of Global Water Futures Nutrient app which uses test strips, cell phone
camera and GPS to measure and record phosphorous and nitrogen levels in the water.
To increase engagement during COVID the four watershed groups that are working together on
this project created a Facebook group to promote the project and the Nutrient app. This group
gave away small prizes to the person with the best water sampling method and who posted a
picture of themselves using the app.
The four watersheds are applying to continue the project for one more year and look at the
impact of urban storm run-off on phosphorous levels,
This project is funded by Environment and Climate Change Canada.

Aquatic Invasive Species Monitoring

•
•
•

SCCWS again monitored for adult zebra mussels and took samples for the veligers of these
mussels in lakes and reservoirs in southwest Saskatchewan under a contract from SAW,
No adult or veliger mussels were found by SCCWS or anywhere in Saskatchewan. Once positive
in 2020.
This project was funded by the Saskatchewan Fish and Wildlife Development Fund and the
Invasive Species Centre.

Froghoppers
•
•
•

SCCWS collaborated with the Moose Jaw River Watershed Stewards with our intern. The intern
worked to create curriculum for Moose Jaw and revamp the Froghoppers curriculum.
Presentations were made at 4 parks twice in Swift Current and once at Lac Pelletier.
This project was funded by the Agriculture and AgriFood Canada Youth Employment Skills
Program.

Herbert Water Use Plan and Water Conservation Education Initiative
•
•
•
•

2020 was the last year of sampling. Results were similar to prior years. Water sampling will
continue next spring.
Will be producing water conservation videos with extra funding from Environment and Climate
Change Canada.
The project will wrap up next summer with a plan for how Herbert can use their surface and
ground water resources efficiently.
This project was funded by Environment and Climate Change Canada.

Constructed Wetland Project
•

•

Approval for this project was granted in August of 2020. This project will see wetlands
constructed in irrigation lots in the Waldeck and Rush Lake Projects to treat the excess water
from flood irrigation. Will see if it can treat to a level that the water could be reused for
irrigation or other purposes.
This project is funded by Environment and Climate Change Canada.

Invasive Weed Walk
•

Hosted a COVID and family friendly event in Swift Current to educate urban residents about the
invasive species along the creek. Also discussed the native plants that are there as well and how
to tell the difference. It was a well-received event and maybe something to look at doing again
in the future.

Future Direction Report
•

The Future Direction Report was finished in March of 2020. No direct stakeholder engagement
could be held due to COVID restrictions. Newsletter articles and press releases were sent out
and there has been some stakeholders contact me about the report and its findings.

•

This project was funded by Water Security Agency.

Watershed Education Kits
•

•

SCCWS in conjunction with four other watersheds in Southern Saskatchewan are working on kits
that teachers and parents can request to teach their students about watersheds and their
relationship to the health of our ecosystem. There will be three themed kits available. The kits
are being completed in the winter of 2021 and will be rolled out in the spring and summer of
2021.
This project is funded by Plains Midstream Canada.

Irrigated Hemp Agriculture Demonstration of Practices and Technology (ADOPT) Project
•
•
•

SCCWS was approached to partner with a local company that was establishing a hemp farm on
the east side of Swift Current along the creek. SCCWS acted as the administrator for the project.
Project looked at different irrigation and agronomic methods.
This project was funded by the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture - Agriculture
Demonstration of Practices and Technology Fund.

Moved by Don, Seconded by Pat to accept Project reports as presented. Carried.
Kevin presented the Financial Statement.
•

•

Income was $245,542 with expenses of $193,286. The reason for the large surplus was that the
first payment of $46,744 for the Constructed Wetland Project was received in November and all
of the expenses will not be paid out until March.
There were significant adjustments made as this was the first time Stark and Marsh completed
the Financial Statement.

Moved by Frank, Seconded by Don to adopt the Financial Statement as presented. Carried.
Moved by Stacey, Seconded by Jolene to appoint Stark and Marsh CPA, LLP as auditors for the 20202021 year. Carried.
Stacey moved to adjourn. Carried.

Chairperson Report to the Swift Current Creek Watershed Stewards Annual General Meeting
Welcome to the SCCWS AGM for 2022. It’s hard to believe this is our third AGM since the
pandemic started the winter of 2020. Here’s hoping with spring around the corner we can put
the pandemic, as well as the drought that ravaged the prairies last year, behind us.
We’ve had two board members step down as the town of Shaunavon and R.M. of Lac Pelletier
have decided to no longer send representatives to our board. We’d like to thank Brent
Michelson from Shaunavon and long-time board member Wilf Legros from the R.M. of Lac
Pelletier for their contributions to the SCCWS.
We would like to welcome two new members to the board. Alanna Howell from WSA
(Technical Advisor) and Raymond Pare from the R.M. of Arlington.
Unfortunately, due to funding cuts from the Ministry of Agriculture that assisted with the
delivery of the Canadian Agriculture Partnership (CAP) Program, we lost our Agri Environmental
Technician (AET) Dallas Peters in April. She had been a long-time and valued employee of the
watershed. She helped Kevin with lots of projects while still helping producers navigate the
CAP Program. The loss of an employee like Dallas has put more of a load on Kevin’s shoulders
as he continues to work on current projects and find new ones to help meet our Mission
Statement.
Also, a thanks to Kevin and Bernie Lemire for attending meetings concerning the restructuring
of the Saskatchewan Associations of Watersheds (SAW). We are hoping this will aid in the longterm viability of the watershed groups throughout the province.
I’d also like to thank all our current board members for their commitment and guidance to the
SCCWS as well as our Summer Stewardship coordinator Shyla Dyke. She ran the Froghoppers
Program as well as helping with other projects.
So, here’s hoping we have to wear our rubber boots lots this spring and wishing that everyone
has a safe and prosperous year.
Respectfully submitted,
Darren Fiddler
Chairperson, Swift Current Creek Watershed Stewards

Executive Director Report Swift Current Creek Watershed Stewards Annual General Meeting Report
March 1, 2022
This year the Swift Current Creek Watershed Stewards (SCCWS) have continued to navigate the
pandemic, the restrictions on gatherings and other rules in place. We continue to work remotely, attend
virtual meetings and webinars and be part of in person events if possible. With all the noise around the
pandemic, there is a still a need for educating residents about protecting water quality and watershed
health to ensure that all users have access to a safe and sustainable supply of water. This summer’s
drought put a lot of pressure on water supplies for irrigation, livestock watering, municipal and
recreational use. There were more enquiries about water levels in the watershed this summer than in
the last five years combined. This is good, as it provides opportunities to educate about our watershed,
what the water is used for and how water resources are managed within our watershed. Talking to
stakeholders in our watershed a good snowpack and run-off is needed to provide sufficient water for
this summer. Hopefully the drought pattern breaks, and soil moisture and reservoir levels improve.
The SCCWS and other watershed stewardship groups were dealt a blow in April 2021 when the Ministry
of Agriculture (MOA) announced that the delivery of the Agri Environmental Technical Services (AETS)
under the Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP) was going to be done exclusively by MOA personnel.
As a result, our contract with MOA was not renewed, ending a 15-year relationship. Our involvement in
Agri Environmental programming allowed us to introduce ourselves to producers and help them
implement Beneficial Management Practices that improved the health of the watershed and their own
operation. The promotion of this programming and its benefits provided a bridge between producers
and the public to help tell the story about the practices that producers are implementing to protect the
health of our watershed. This work allowed us to complete actions in the Source Water Protection and
Future Direction Plans to improve the health of our watershed.
Unfortunately, with the MOA contract ending, Dallas Peters our Watershed Technician decided to take a
new position. We thank Dallas for her work in the past five years as our technician and the passion that
she brought to her work and wish her all the best in her new role.
Despite these setbacks, our programming continued. Shyla Dyke was hired as our Summer Stewardship
Coordinator and was able to give presentations at Swift Current and Herbert Parks Program using the
Watershed Wonders kits. Shyla also assisted with projects such as water sampling, Aquatic Invasive
Species, Tree for Life, newsletter, and other related duties. The SCCWS wishes Shyla the best in her
career as she enters Armed Forces Training.
In 2021, we finished the Herbert Water Use Plan and Water Conservation Initiative project, and the
Testing Saskatchewan Waters for Phosphorous project. Projects such as Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS),
The Watershed Wonders kits and Constructed Wetland continued. 2021 was the first year of the Tree
for Life project where we distributed 3,000 trees free of charge to watershed residents. Response to this
project was overwhelming and we could have given away many more trees. Tree for Life will continue
but the trees will not be available for free.

The other project that started in 2021 was the “Identifying Grassland Fragmentation to improve Habitat
for Species at Risk” project funded by the Habitat Stewardship Program. This project will identify
cultivated land that could be seeded to native grass to improve habitat for species at risk. At the end of
this project a Conservation Plan will be drafted with actions to increase native grassland acres to create
more habitat for species at risk.
Through our provincial organization, the Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds (SAW), working with
other watershed groups and on its own, the SCCWS has applied for funding to undertake a number of
projects for 2022 and beyond. We are excited about these projects and look forward to bringing them to
our stakeholders. Last week, SAW was approved for funding for the On Farm Climate Action Fund. SAW
is partnering with the Manitoba Association of Watersheds on this $40 million project that runs from
February 2022 to March of 2024. SAW and the watershed groups will deliver this program to producers
in the province to help them implement Beneficial Management Practices (BMPs) to improve carbon
sequestration. The categories of BMPs include nitrogen management, seeding of cover crops and
rotational grazing. This is an exciting opportunity for SAW and the SCCWS to increase our capacity and
further our relationships with producers to help them improve their operations while benefitting the
health of the watershed.
SAW and its member watershed stewardship groups are examining how to sustain watershed
stewardship in Saskatchewan. There have been many discussions about the future and what watershed
stewardship will look like. Water Security Agency (WSA) who funds our core operations is also doing a
review of water related groups in Saskatchewan, including Watershed Stewardship Groups,
Conservation and Development Authorities and Watershed Associations. The latter two groups are
organizations mostly located in eastern Saskatchewan that operate drainage networks. We have
assurances from WSA that core funding will be provided for the 2022-2023 fiscal year, but no assurances
for funding after March 2023 have been made. With the reorganization of SAW and the study by WSA, it
is very likely that changes will occur. However, given the support we have received from stakeholders, I
am confident that stewardship programming will continue to grow in our watershed and the whole
province.
Our outreach work continued with our electronic newsletter which we try to publish monthly as well as
our Facebook page to keep stakeholders up to date about our work. We also try to keep our website
current and thank Jim Spencer from Prairie Dog Websites for maintaining and updating our website. We
have been fortunate to have interest in our work from local media including the radio stations and the
Prairie Post who have published several stories about our work. I have also had the opportunity to make
presentations to several groups about the work we are doing. This included Southwest Naturalists, Swift
Current Wildlife Federation, the Saskatchewan Irrigation Projects Association, and the Prairie
Conservation Action Plan Native Speakers Series. These presentations extend our reach outside our
normal stakeholders and inform more people about the work we do.
Financially, 2021 was a good year thanks to our projects. This has allowed us to build some reserve
which gives us the opportunity to continue operating should funding be reduced. The SCCWS is looking
to change its year end to March from November to better align with most of our government funders.
This will allow for more accurate reporting and better budgeting. It also means that our AGM may move
from March to June. This change would give us an opportunity to host tours in conjunction with the
AGM to showcase some of the projects that we are working on.

Welcome to our newest board member Raymond Pare from the RM of Arlington, Raymond brings a new
perspective and represents the area of the headwaters of the Swift Current Creek north of Eastend and
west of Shaunavon. I would also like to thank the board for their guidance this past year and look
forward to working with them in the future.

Swift Current Creek Watershed Stewards Projects 2021
Herbert Water Use Plan and Water Conservation Initiative
East end of Herbert Reservoir. The Reservoir is
filled with water from Highfield Dam in summer
and then water is pumped to a dug-out north of
town and then used by the Water Treatment plant
as needed to meet the water demands of town
residents.

2021 marked the final year of this project, the SCCWS collected water samples twice in the spring to
complete the investigation of the quality of the water in the system that supplies surface water to the
Town of Herbert. The results of the water sampling in 2021 were similar to what had been observed in
earlier years. The results of all 4 years of sampling were compiled into a Final Report with conclusions
about the project and recommendations to the Town of Herbert about how to supply high quality water
to its residents. The report concluded that the raw groundwater and surface water can be treated by the
Water Treatment Plant to make it safe for drinking water use. However, the make up of each is different
which poses issues for the plant. To reduce the issues, the SCCWS had hoped to produce a water use
plan to effectively use both sources. Because the groundwater daily supply is limited, all that the Town
can do is use all the available groundwater that can be pumped in a day and then meet water usage
demand with surface water. The Town of Herbert has implemented several practices at its Water
Treatment Plant that have improved its efficiency by mitigating many of the issues of mixing the two
different types of water
The education portion of this project continued with articles on water conservation and project
conclusions and recommendations published in the Herbert Herald. A presentation on watershed
stewardship was given to youth at the Herbert Parks Play Program.
The final report included recommendations for the Town of Herbert to optimize their water sources and
to help residents lower their water use to ensure that there is a sustainable supply of good quality water
for residents and that the Water Treatment Plant continues to operate efficiently.
The Swift Current Creek Watershed Stewards thanks the Eco Action Community Fund of Environment
and Climate Canada for funding the project, the Town of Herbert for their assistance and involvement in
the project, the Herbert Herald for publishing articles about the project, Saskatchewan Research Council
for their assistance with water sample testing and Water Security Agency for their technical guidance.

Testing Phosphorous in Lakes and Rivers Flowing into the Saskatchewan River

Dallas Peters, former SCCWS
Watershed Technician collecting
samples to test for levels of
phosphorous in the water in the Swift
Current Creek.

The SCCWS completed sampling for this project in 2021, collecting samples 6 times in April, May, and
June. The results of the sampling confirmed results from prior years and prior monitoring projects.
Phosphorous levels in the water are low below Duncairn Dam, increase between Duncairn Dam and
Swift Current and are lower downstream of the city. It also confirmed that the Swift Current Creek is not
a significant contributor of phosphorous to the South Saskatchewan River.
The Swift Current Creek Watershed Stewards would like to thank the Lake Winnipeg Basin Program for
funding this project, the Ministry of Agriculture for their assistance with shipping samples and our
partners, the South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards Inc., North Saskatchewan River Basin
Council, and the Carrot River Valley Watershed Association.

Canadian Agricultural Partnership Agri Environmental Technical Services
This year our 15-year relationship with the Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) and Agri Environmental
programming came to an end. The MOA made the decision to hire specialists to deliver both the Farm
Stewardship Program and the Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure Program and assist producers with
applications. MOA provided a 6-month contract to the SCCWS to assist producers in completing projects
that started in prior years. The SCCWS did not take on any new producer projects this year once the
change was announced by MOA.
This change and the loss of the MOA contract was disappointing as the Agri Environmental Technical
Services (AETS) work brought us closer to producers and helped them to implement BMPs that
improved their operations and the SCCWS to meet it mission of enhancing stream health. The SCCWS
continues to have a good working relationship with MOA, collaborating with them and Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada on a virtual Foraging into the Future conference last fall and will continue to work
with them on Foraging into the Future and other projects in the future. For more information on the
Farm Stewardship Program and the Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure Program call the Ag
Knowledge Centre at 1-866-457-2377 or the Swift Current Regional Office at 306-778-8285.
When the SCCWS met with stakeholders in 2019, mitigating the impacts of agriculture on water quality
and watershed health was identified as one of the three priorities that the SCCWS should focus its work
on. The SCCWS is doing this with projects such as the Constructed Wetland Project, the Identifying
Native Grassland Project and invasive plant education and monitoring.
Funding for the Canadian Agricultural Partnership Agri Environmental Technical Services was provided
by the Government of Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture.

Aquatic Invasive Species Monitoring and Education

Zebra Mussel encrusted shopping
cart pulled out of an infested lake
after a couple of days in the water

The SCCWS continues education about and monitoring for Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) especially
Zebra Mussels. We continue to monitor for adult Zebra Mussels and take water samples to be tested for
the presence of the larval stage of the zebra mussels in lakes and reservoirs in Southwest Saskatchewan.
This year we also collected water samples for environmental DNA (eDNA) analysis. The eDNA analysis
will detect the presence of Zebra Mussels in the water. If DNA is detected, then a plan can be
implemented to manage infestations earlier than if the larvae or adult mussels are found. This year
again we sampled at Lac Pelletier, Duncairn Reservoir/Reid Lake, Cypress Lake, Saskatchewan Landing,
Beaver Flats, and Herbert Ferry. Education continued through newsletters and Facebook Posts.
We also continue to informally monitor for other aquatic invasive species such as Prussian Carp,
Flowering Rush, and Eurasian milfoil.
Funding for this project was supplied by the Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds through funding
from the Saskatchewan Fish and Wildlife Development Fund and the Invasive Species Council.

Identifying Native Grassland Fragmentation to Improve Habitat for Species at Risk
This past summer we received approval from the Habitat Stewardship Program of Environment and
Climate Change Canada for this project which will map areas of crop land in proximity to native
grassland and critical habitat for species at risk. The project will identify tracts of land where reestablishing native grassland would improve habitat for the species at risk. This spring the areas
identified will be surveyed to confirm the information in the maps. Surveys will also be conducted to
confirm the species at risk in these areas and the extent of these species. The maps were created last fall
through a contract with the Old Wives Watershed Association. Unfortunately, the technician who
created the maps left to work for a watershed in Alberta but was able to get us the information we
needed to complete the surveys this spring. We will hire a summer student to do the surveys this
summer.
Sprague’s Pipit- One of the Species at
Risk that will be surveyed as part of
this project to improve their habitat

Once the surveys are complete a conservation plan on how to get these areas seeded to native
grasslands to improve critical habitat for species at risk will be drafted. We have had some discussion
with the Saskatchewan Stockgrowers Foundation about working together using the information
gathered in this project to encourage producers to seed native grass using some of the programming
that they have in place.
The SCCWS is partnering with the South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards Inc. as several of the
Rural Municipalities in this project are shared between us or are in their watershed. Funding for this
project is provided by the Habitat Stewardship Program of Environment and Climate Change Canada.

Tree for Life
Prairie Sky Poplar in July 2021
distributed through Tree for Life
planted along Duncairn Reservoir

This past year, the SCCWS and other Watershed Stewardship Groups in Saskatchewan combined to
distribute 27,000 trees through out the province to be planted to sequester carbon to mitigate impacts
of climate change. The SCCWS distributed 3,000 trees to watershed residents, the response was
overwhelming, and we could have given away many more trees if we had the supplies.
A part of this project was that people who received trees complete a survey on climate change and post
pictures of their trees on social media to promote the project. The survey which was also available to
members of the public was designed to get an understanding of Saskatchewan resident’s perception of
climate change. However, the uptake on the surveys was low even with a possibility of winning a $500
gift card for completing it. Possibly, many watershed residents were hesitant to give their thoughts on
some times controversial subject such as climate change especially for two of our main industries
agriculture and oil and gas.
The SCCWS was fortunate that this project was promoted by local media including the Prairie Post and
radio stations and their website. This exposure certainly helped to make this project a success. Funding
for this project was from the Saskatchewan Association of Watershed (SAW) through the Environment
and Climate Change Canada’s Environmental Damages Fund.
SAW and the SCCWS will continue with the Tree for Life program. Unfortunately, trees will no longer be
free, but will cost $5/tree for orders under 250 trees, for orders of 260 and more the cost is $3.50/tree.
Order forms are available on the SAW website.

Watershed Wonders Kits
This was the first year that the Watershed Wonders Kits were in use. The kits went out to schools and
youth groups as well as families. The response to the kits has been very positive with the users
recommending them to other teachers, schools, and groups. This summer the kits were the basis for the
Froghoppers presentations that were made in Swift Current and Herbert with over 100 students taking
part in the activities in the kit.
Funding for this project has been provided by the Water Security Agency Project Incentive Fund and
Plains Midstream Canada.

Constructed Wetland
Irrigation, especially flood irrigation is a big part of our watershed and the management of water
resources in it. It is an important resource for livestock producers to secure enough feed for their herds
especially during drought periods. Flood irrigation is a simple, low input method of irrigation but it does
come with the cost of excess water use which needs to be drained somewhere. At the Waldeck
Irrigation Project, this excess water drains into the Swift Current Creek and water quality monitoring
done by the SCCWS has shown that water quality is degraded downstream of where the water drains
into the creek. The excess water from the Rush Lake Irrigation Project flows into Reed Lake at Morse,
which is a dead-end saline lake, so the water becomes unusable. This project will demonstrate that
constructing a wetland on the irrigation lots to hold and naturally treat the excess water will improve
water quality down stream or make it suitable to be used again for irrigation or other uses to help
conserve water to better manage the resource or open new land for irrigation.
This spring and summer water samples were taken at sites in the Rush Lake and Waldeck Irrigation
projects to set a baseline of the quality of the water coming in, sitting at the end of the field, and going
into the drainage ditch. The results of this sampling showed that there was not much difference in the
quality of the water coming in versus the water going out and that for the most part the excess water
could be used for irrigation or other uses downstream of the project. The Constructed Wetland would
remove nutrients, sediments, and pollutants from the excess water to ensure quality water for re-use
for irrigation or other purposes.
The wetland at Rush Lake was constructed in November 2021, with the one at Waldeck to be done this
spring. Both wetlands will be seeded with native species that can handle wet and then dry spells and
remove nutrients, sediments, and pollutants from the excess water. As the plants will not be established
this year, sampling this spring and summer will look at how water sitting in the wetland affects water
quality before it goes into the drainage ditch. Funding for this project ends in March of 2024, and the
SCCWS is looking for additional funding to continue to analyze water quality coming in and going out of
the irrigation lots to evaluate the effectiveness of the wetlands.

Funding for this project is provided by Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Eco Action
Community Fund. In kind support comes from WSP Canada for wetland design and construction support
and the Saskatchewan Research Council for water testing.

